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Kearney Park Board Minutes---Tuesday September 19, 2017 

(No October meeting) 

 

 
On Tuesday September 19th, 2017 the Kearney Park Board met for its monthly 

meeting.  Jeff Couchman called the meeting to order. Members present were Jeff 

Couchman, Julie Jones, Todd Stowe, Geri Spencer, and Connie Crawford. Staff 

members present were Ryan Marcotte and Eric Marshall.     

Todd Stowe made the motion to accept the minutes from the June 20, 2017 

meeting, as no quorum was available in July and August.  Julie Jones seconded 

the motion.  The motion carried 5-0. 

 

Public Requests and Petitions 

Jenny Hayes 200 East Lawrence, Kearney Missouri and members of the Kearney 

Splash Pad committee, came before the board with various pages of information 

regarding placing a splash pad in Lions Park.  Jenny stated that their goal was to 

raise $300K based on the photo and preliminary cost estimates they have 

acquired.  They will be hosting major fundraisers, such as purchasing tickets to 

win a vehicle, and their kickoff will be October 31st.  They would like to do one 

ultimate Kearney project each year, for the betterment of the community.  Various 

locations were discussed, but none yet finalized, as staff reported to the board, a 

scaled down master plan of the park with the park board at a future meeting needs 

to happen, so we can decide which location, if so approved, along with other 

items, and features of the park.  Many details of a final project if approved by the 

Park Board, then ultimately the Board of Aldermen would need approval.  Staff 

stated looking at preliminary figures, wanted to remind the splash pad committee 

that if approved, prevailing wage construction costs much be included, being this 

is on City of Kearney property.  Jenny stated many in kind donations are being 

sought, but reassured Eric, Ryan and the board that all rules and regulations that 

have to be followed, will be adhered to.  Board President Jeff Couchman asked 

the board for a vote of a splash pad in Lions Park, not yet including the actual site, 

until a further date.  Todd Stowe made the motion, with Connie Crawford 

seconding.  Motion passed 5-0 

Staff said they would be in touch with Jenny on updates and progress of the 

project, and stated a location would come at a later date. 

 

 

 

 

Old Business—Eric mentioned that Adult softball is winding down, as they are in 

their fall season right now, and all is going great with this league.  Staff 

mentioned that new fencing, and a handicap gate has been installed at the Pickle 

Ball courts.  Ryan mentioned that their was an accident on the south fishing river 

trail, as someone placed rock across the trail and a recumbent bicycleist did not 

see the rocks, and was thrown from his bike, was injured and ended up going to 

the hospital for treatment.  City is trying to find out who did this, and in hope 

someone hears something and gives our police a tip to catch the person or persons 
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responsible.  The eclipse was a success at Jesse James Park, as the sky parted of 

the clouds enough to witness the eclipse, before it started to rain.  City did not 

have any problems with traffic in our out of the park, as was anticipated from all 

reports prior to the event.   

 

 

New Business We are now on line with Civic Rec hosting the sign ups for our 

flag football league, since we now are the providers of youth sports in Kearney.  

We had some glitches, but we are getting the kinks worked out with the on line 

sign ups.  Our page for youth sign ups is KearneyParks.com   

We purchased banners for each sport, volleyball, baseball/softball, flag football, 

and basketball, and hang them at various locations, such as some schools 

announcing that sign ups are now taking place for each event we host.  Ryan 

mentioned that two events in the park are upcoming….Oktoberfest from 2-6 pm 

October 7th, and our Fall Fest for youth on October 14 from 2-5 pm.   

 

Amphitheater   Ryan gave an updated Amphitheater report. 

 

STAFF COMMENTS AND ADJOURNMENT    
After no further board comments, and there being no further business on the 

agenda, a motion was made by Julie Jones, and seconded by Geri Spencer  to 

adjourn.  
 

Approved: _____________________                       Attest: _________________ 

                  Jeff Couchman Chairperson                           Julie Jones Secretary 

 
 
 
 
 
 


